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Deponent left the troops upon the beach and with two of his
comrades went to the wharf where the galleys' smithy is and there
urged the smiths and carpenters of these vessels to all possible speed,
to finish with certain links and planks a chain which they had been
ordered to make, about 35 fathoms long, and as thick as a man's
wrist. He ordered them to drag it along to Boqueron channel under
the fort, to certain very strong posts which many days before de-
ponent had prepared there; and there it was to be hung, with a lock
which could be opened and closed. This task was carried out and
finished over two hours after nightfall. Deponent ordered that the
key to this chain be left on board the galleys in order that they might
be able to open the lock in case it became necessary to go out (p.
116) with the galleys. Therefore the boatswain's mate of the flag-
galley had this key. This task completed, with Don Francisco
Maldonado and Captain Gornas and Diego de Torres deponent
went to deponent's lodgings and had a bite to eat.
After this they again went down to the beach where deponent
passed from company to company, talking with the captains and
the men, encouraging them and bidding them move down toward
the Caleta trench and there get into the positions they were to
occupy, to fight. As far as deponent could see there were at the
Caleta 300 harquebuses and about 100 pikes, and the free black
musketeers. The two galleys had not yet come up to their position.
About midnight deponent awakened the governor, who was
asleep in a hammock, and said to him: 'Sir, I am going on board
the galleys and if there is water enough in Boqueron channel I will
go out with the two galleys and give the enemy one wallop, or as
many as I think proper, with the artillery and small shot of the
galleys, in such manner as to do them damage and compel them to
alter their plan.5 The governor replied to deponent that he thought
it a good idea, and so with Don Francisco Maldonado and Captain
Pedro Cornas (p. 117) and Diego de Torres and Don Pedro Marra-
das, my nephew, deponent went to the wharf and embarked and
went to the galleys and boarded the flag-galley, where were Captain
Juan de Castaneda and all its men, and looked to see whether there
was water enough for the galleys to go out by Boqueron channel,
and there was not enough water, although the tide had begun to
come in.
Inasmuch as he could not get out, deponent took the galleys*
skiff and went to the fort, where Captain Mexia Mirabal was in
command, with about 50 men, saying to the captain, as he entered
the fort: Ea> soldiers! Ea, gentlemen! The hour's come to fight and